TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
17 JANUARY 2025 | 17 REJAB 1446H

Oz D 40 o35 ha WaET it Gpas Uil 350 e dlly 33805 85680055 AlkaA05 5 80045 40 2aa)
Al oala D6 Ll fay 4]

Gai e alis O zelll alsieys shie 1aaas G O Sglals dd e Y aads @ 3 all ¥ 4 aesd
Comadl szl s all e g s

Ol 318 58 s o5 iy 1380 (bl i L g Gl

Let us increase our righteousness to Allah the Almighty by doing all that He
prescribes and leaving all that He prohibits. May we be blessed by Allah the

Almighty in this life and the hereafter.

Dear brothers and sisters,

School holidays are a time that children look forward to because they want
to be free from textbooks, extracurricular activities or even extra classes. This is

the time for them to relax, have fun and do something they enjoy.

Actually, school holidays are not meant to be spent having fun only and
forgetting about school. Parents must plan activities that will make the most of their

children's school holidays.

It is important to remember that during the school holiday season, various
incidents or tragedies often occur, such as road accidents, drownings and others.

Therefore, help our children manage their holidays to ensure they are safe. Likewise,



help them to not get caught up in immoral and destructive social activities such as
illegal motor racing, smoking cigarettes and vaping, and getting involved in drug
addiction. It is our duty to educate them as the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah

be upon him) said in a hadith narrated by Imam al-Bukhari:
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Which means: “Every child is born upon the fitrah, and it is his parents who

make him a Jew, a Christian, or a Magian. ”
Dear brothers and sisters,

Time is like gold, but most people sometimes forget and neglect to make the
most of their free time and physical health. The Prophet (pbuh) said in a hadith

narrated by Imam al-Bukhari:
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Which means: "There are two blessings that many people are deceived into

losing: health and free time"

Remember that those who manage their time wisely by doing useful things
are successful. On the other hand, people who are careless and waste time are losers.
Allah the Almighty says in chapter 103 (surah Al-‘Asr) verses 1-3:



Which means: “By the passage of time! Surely humanity is in grave loss,
except those who have faith, do good, and urge each other to the truth, and

urge each other to perseverance.”

Dear brothers and sisters,

The responsibility of parents is not only to meet the physical and educational
needs of their children, but more importantly, to instill religious values in them from
a young age. We should take the example of Lugman al-Hakim in educating his
children. Allah the Almighty says in chapter 13 (surah Lugman) verse 17 which
means: “O my dear son! Establish prayer, encourage what is good and forbid what
Is evil, and endure patiently whatever befalls you. Surely this is a resolve to aspire
to.”

Parental supervision of family members is an important and primary
responsibility so that they do not get involved in things that are harmful and lead to
sin. Allah the Almighty says in chapter 66 (al-Tahrim) verse 6:
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Which means: “O believers! Protect yourselves and your families from a
Fire whose fuel is people and stones, overseen by formidable and severe

angels, who never disobey whatever Allah orders—always doing as

commanded.”

Therefore, never let our children spend their school holidays doing

unbeneficial things. For example, watching television broadcasts and programs



without supervision, playing games on smartphones without time limits, and meeting

friends regardless of the time of day or night.

As parents, we should always pray for the well-being of our children because
parents' prayers can make their children's lives to be blessed and protected from all

disasters. Allah the Almighty says in chapter 25 (surah al-Furgaan) verse 74:
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Which means: “They are those who pray, “Our Lord! Bless us with pious
spouses and offspring who will be the joy of our hearts, and make us models

for the righteous.”

Dear brothers and sisters,

There are various activities that can be planned and implemented during the
school holiday season, such as inviting children to perform obligatory prayers in
congregation at mosques. In addition, guide our children in learning the Quran.
Invite them to help with household chores and visit relatives. Take our children to
visit interesting places in our country, especially historical places or tourist
attractions such as the highlands, waterfalls, rivers, beaches, national parks and other
places if the weather permits. Children can also take advantage of public libraries
and can be sent to participate in short-term courses such as ICT classes, fadhu ain
classes, ibadah camps, skills classes or any other activity that is appropriate and can

add value to the development of our children's identities.



In conclusion, as parents, we need to be concerned about our children's
activities during school holidays. Fill our children's holidays with beneficial things,
especially in deepening their religion knowledge and other skills. Manage our
children's time well by monitoring their emotional, mental and physical
development. Be careful in doing activities to avoid tragedies to our children. May

our children be protected during this school holiday season.
Allah the Almighty says in chapter 64 (surah at-Taghabun) verse 15:
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Which means: “Your wealth and children are only a test, but Allah alone

has a great reward.”
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